
CUR- 

It differs from a vegetable ejnulfion, by coagulating into a 

rr^’ mafs \vitli acids. ■ ' Arbuthnct on Aliments. 

CURL. 7i. f. [ cura , Latin.] 

i. Remedy; reftor^tive. 

"I his league that we have made, 

Will give her fadnefs very little cure. 

Brother of England, how may we content 

This vyidow lady ? . Shakefpeare s King John . 

^Cold, hunger, prifons, ills without a cure , 

All thefe he mud, and guiltlefs oft, endure. Drydens Fables. 

Now r we’re ador’d, and the next hour difpleafe; 

At firft your cure, and after your difeafe. Granville . 

Horace advifes the Romans to feck a feat in fome remote 
part, by way of a cure for the corruption of their manners. Sw. 


, CUR 

We took a ramble together to fee the curtofities of this 


2. Ac! of healing. 


I do cures to-day, and to-morrow. Lu. xiii. 32. 

3. The benefice or employment of a curate or clergyman. 

If his cure lies among the lawyers, let nothing be faid againft 
entangling property, fpinning out caufes, fqueezing clients, 
and making the laws a greater grievance than thofe who break 
them. Collier. 

To C ure. v. a. [euro, Latin.] 

1. To heal; to reftore to health ; to remedy ; to recover: with 
of before the difeafe. Ufed of patients or difeafes. 

The bones, in fharp colds, wax brittle ; and therefore all 
contufions of bones, in hard weather, are more difficult to 
cure. Bacon' s Natw al Hifory, N y . 688. 

Here the poor Lover, that has long endur’d 
Some proud nymph’s fcorn, of his fond paffion’s cur'd. Waller. 
I never knew any man cured of inattention. Swift . 

Hear what from love unpradtis’d hearts endure. 

From love, the foie difeafe thou canft not cure. Pope. 

2. To prepare in any manner, fo as to be preferved from cor- 
ruption. 

The beef would be fo ill chofen, or fo ill cured, as to {link 
many times before it came fo far as Holland. Temple. 

Ci/reless. adj. [cure and lefs.] Without cure; without 
remedy. 

Bootlefs are plaints, and curelefs are my wounds; 

No way to fly, nor {Length to hold out flight. Shak. H. VI. 

Repair thy wit ? good youth, or it will fall 
To curelefs ruin. Shakefpeare' s Merchant Gf Venice . 

If, faid he, 

Your grief alone is hard captivity, 

For love of heav’n, with patience undergo 
A curelefs ill, fince fate will have it fo. Dry den' s Fables . 

Cu'rer. n.f. [from cure.] A healer; a phyfician. 

He is a curer of fouls, and you a curer of bodies : if you 
fliould fight, you go againft the hair of your profeffions. Shak. 

The indexterity and worfe fuccefs of the molt famous of 
our confumption curers , do evidently demonftrate their dim- 
nefs in beholding its caufes. Harvey on Confumptions . 

Ci/rfew.. n.f. [couvre feu, French.] An evening-peal, by 
which the conqueror willed, that every man fliould rake up 
his fire, and put out his light ; fo that in many places at this 
day, where a bell is cuftomarily rung towards bed time, it is 
faid to ring curfew . Cowel. 

You whofe paftime 

Ts to make midnight mufhrooms, that rejoice 

To hear the folemn curfew. Shakefpeare' s Tempefl. 

Oft on a plat of rifing ground, 

I hear tne far oft' curfew found, 

Over fome wide- water’d {hoar, 

, Swinging: flow with fullen roar. Milton. 

O O 

2. A cover for a fire ; a fireplate. 

But now for pans, pots, curfews , counters and the like, 

v the beauty will not be fo much refpedled, fo as the compound 
{tuff is like to pafs. _ Bacons Phf Rem. 

Curia'lity. n.f. [from curiaiis , Latin.] The privileges, 
prerogatives, or perhaps retinue of a court. 

T he court and curiality. Bacon's Advice to Villi ers. 

Curio'sity. n.f. [from curious.] 

1. Inquifitivencfs ; inclination to enquiry. 

2. Nicety ; delicacy. 

When thou waft in thy gilt, and thy perfume, they mockt 
thee for too much curiofity ; in thy rags thou knoweft none, 
but art defpifed for the contrary. Sbakefpcai e s Tinton % 

j. Accuracy ; exadlnefs. 

Qualities are fo weighed, that curiofity in neither can make 
choice of eitlier’s moiety. Sbakefpeares King Lear. 

Our eyes and fenfes, however armed or affifted, are too 
grofs to difeern the curiofity of the workmanfliip of natuie. 

; Ray on the Creation . 

4. An act of curiofity; nice experiment. 

There hath been pradli fed alfo a cw lofty, to fet a tree upon 
the north-fide of a wall, and, at a little height, to draw it 
through the wall, and fpread it upon the fouth -fide ; con- 
ceiving that the root and lower part of the ftock fliould enjoy 
the frefhnefs of the (hade, and the upper boughs and fruit, the 
comfort of the fun : but it forted not. Bacons Nat. Hi/lory. 

5. -An objedt of curiofity; rarity. 


town. AMfon’s Freeholder 

CU'RIOUS. adj. {curiofus, Latin.] ’ ’ 

1. Inquifitive ; defirous of information; ad di died to enquiry 

Be not curious in unneceflary matters ; for more things are 
{hewn unto thee than men underftand. Ecclu r I 

Even then to them the fpirit of lyes fuirgefts, y 

That they were blind, beeaufe they faw not ill; 

And breath’d into their uncorrupted breafts 
A curious wifh, which did corrupt their will. Davies 

2 . Attentive to ; diligent about : fometimes with after. * ’ 

It is pity a gentleman fo very curious after things that were 
elegant and beautiful, fliould not have been as curious as to 
their origin, their ufes, and their natural hillory. WoodwnrJ 

3. Sometimes with of. 

Then thus a fenior of the place replies, 

Well read, and curious of antiquities. Dryden's Fables ' 

4. Accurate; careful not to miftake. 

7 1 ill Arrianifm had made it a matter of great ffiarpnefs and 
fubtlety of wit to be a found believing Chriftian, men were 
not curious what fyllables or particles of fpeech they ufed. Hook. 

5. Difficult topleafe; folicitous of perflation; not negligent- 

full of care. & ’ 

A temperate perfon is not curious of fancies and deliciouf- 
nefs; he thinks not much, and {peaks not often of meat and 

drink. Taylour. 

6. P.xadl ; nice ; fubde. 

Both thefe fenfes embrace their objects at greater diftance 
with more variety, and with a more curious difcrimation, than 
the other fenfe. Holder. 

7. Artful; not neglectful ; not fortuitous. 

A vaile obfeur’d the funfliine of her eyes, 

The rofe within herfelf her fweetnefs clofed ; 

Each ornament about her feemly lies, 

By curious chance, or carclefs art, compofed. Fairfax , b . ii. 

8. Elegant; neat; laboured; finiflied. 

Undcrftanding to devife curious works, to work in gold. Ex. 

9. Rigid ; fevere ; rigorous. 

For curious I cannot be with you, 

Signior Baptifta, of whom I hear fo well. Shakefpeare , 

Ci/riously. adv. [from curious.] 

1. Inquifitively ; attentively; ftudioufly. 

At firft I thought there had been no light reflected from 
the water in that place ; but obferving it more curioufy , I faw 
within it feveral fmaller round fpots, which appeared much 
blacker and darker than the reft. Newton's Opt . 

2. * Elegantly ; neatly. 

Nor is it the having of wheels and fprings, though never 
fo curioufy wrought, and artificially fet, but the winding of 
them up, that muft give motion to the watch. South's Sermons. 

3. Artfully ; exadlly. 

4. Captioufly. 

Curl. n. f [from the verb.] 

1 . A ringlet of hair. 

She appareled herfelf like a page, cutting off her hair, 
leaving nothing but the fhort curls to cover that noble head. Sid. 

Juft as in act he flood, in clouds enflirin’d, 

Her hand {he faften’d on his hair behind ; 

Then backward by his yellow curls fhe drew 

To him, and him alone con fef$V : ‘n view. Dryden's Fables. 

2. Undulation; wave; finuofir ; flexure. 

Thus it happens, if the glafs of the prifms be free from 
veins, and their fides be accurately plain and well polifhed, 
without thofe numberlefs v/aves or curls, which ufually arife 
from the fand holes, a little fmoothed in poliftiing with putty. 

Newt oil s Opt. Prep. ii. Th. 2*. 

To CURL. v. a. [Holler, Dut. cypjian. Sax. krille, Dan.] 

1. To turn the hair in ringlets. 

What haft thou been ? — 

— A ferving man, proud in heart and mind, that curled my 
hair, wore gloves in my/ cap, ferved the luft of my miftrefs’s 
heart, and did the a£l of darknefs with her. Shahejp. K. Lear. 

2. 7 'o writhe; to twift. 

3. 7 'o drefs with curls. 

If fhe firft meet the curled Antony, 

He’ll make demand of her kifs. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

Up the trees 

Climbing, fat thicker than the fnaky locks 

That curl'd Megasra. Milton' s Paradife Lof,\ b, x. /. 560. 

4. To raife in waves, undulations, or finuoiities. 

7 'he vifitation of the winds, 

Who take the ruffian billows by the top, 

Curling their monftrous heads. Shakefpeare' s Henry IV. p. 11. 

Seas would be pools, without the brufhing air 
To curl the waves. Dryden's Fables • 

To Curl. v. n. 

1. 7 k) {brink into ringlets. 

Thofe {lender aerial bodies are feparated and ftretched opt, 
which otherwife, by reafon of their fiexihienefs and weight) 
would flag or curl . Boyle's Spring of the Air- 

2. To rife in undulations, 

To every nobler portion of the towm 

The 
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The curling billows rdul their reftlefs tide ; 

In parties now they ftraggle up and down, 

As armies, unoppos’d, for prey divide. Dry den-. 

While cur ling fmoaks from village tops are feen. Pope. 

3. To twift idelf. ? 

Then round her {lender wai ft he curl'd. 

And {lamp’d an image of himfelf, a fov’reign of the world. 

Dryden's Fables . 

Cu'rlew. n.f [c our lieu, French.] 

1. A kind of water-fowl, with a large beak of a grey colour, 
with red and black fpots. 

2. A bird larger than a partridge, with longer legs. It runs very 

fwiftly, and frequents the cornfields in Spain, in Sicily, and 
fometimes in France. Trevoux. 

CURMUDGEON, n.f [It is a vitious manner of pro- 
nouncing cceur me chant, hr. an unknown correfpondent.] An 
avaritious churlifti fellow ; a mifer ; a niggard ; a churl ; a 
griper. 

And when he has it in his claws. 

He’ll not be hide-bound to the caufe; 

Nor {halt thou find him a curmudgeon , 

If thou difpatch it without grudging. Hudibras, p. iii. c. 2. 

Both their .wine and their victuals thefe curmudgeon 
lubbards 

Lock up from my fight, in cellars and cupboards. Swift. 
A man’s way of living is commended, beeaufe he will 
give any rate for it ; and a man will give any rate rather than 
pafs for a poor wretch, or a penurious curmudgeon . Locke. 

Curmudgeonly, adj. [from curmudgeon.] Avaricious ; co- 
vetous ; churlifh; niggardly. 

In a country where he that killed a hog invited the neigh- 
bourhood, a curmudgeonly fellow advifed with his companions 
how he might fave the charge. L' Ef range. 

Currant, n . f . 

1. The tree hath no prickles ; the leaves are large : the flower 
confifts of five leaves, placed in form of a rofe : the ovary, 
which arifes from the center of the flower-cup, becomes a 
globular fruit, produced in bunches. 

2. A fmall dried grape, properly written cbri'nt'h. 

77 iey butter’d currants on fat veal beftow’d, 

And rumps of beef with virgin honey flew’d ; 

Infipid tafte, old friend, to them who Paris know. 

Where rocombole, fnallot, and the rank garlick grow. King. 

Currency, n.f. [from current.] 

1. Circulation; power of paffins; from hand to hand. 

The currency of thofe half-pence would, in the univerfal 
opinion of our people, be utterly deftructive to this king- 
dom. Swift. 

2. General reception. 

3. fluency; readinefs of utterance; eafinefs. of pronunciation. 

4. Continuance ; conftant flow ; uninterrupted courfe. 

T he currency of time to eftablifli a cuftom, ought to be 
with a cofitinuando from the beginning to the end of the term 
preferibed. Aylijfe' s Par ergon. 

5. General efleem ; the rate at which any thing is vulgarly 
valued. 

He that thinketh Spain to be fome great over-match for this 
eftate, affifted as it is, and, may be, is no good mintman, but 
takes greatnefs of kingdoms according to their bulk and 
currency, and not after intrinfick value. Bacon sWar with Spain. 

6. The papers {lamped in the Englifti colonies by authority, and 
paffing for money. 

CU 'R R EN F. adj . [ currens, Lati n . ] 

1. Circulatory ; paffing from hand to hand. 

Shekels of filver, current money with the merchant. Gen. 
I hat there was current money in Abraham’s time is pail 
doubt, though it is not fure that it was ftampt; for he is faid 
to he rich in cattle, in filver, and in gold. Arbuthnot. 

2. Generally received ; uncontrad idled ; authoritative. 

Many ft range bruits are received for current. Sidney. 

Beeaufe fuch as openly reprove fuppofed diforders of {late, 
are taken for principal friends to the common benefit of all, 
undei this fair and plaufible colour, whatfoever they utter 
pafleth for good and current . - Hooker, b. i. 

I have collected the fadls, with all poffible impartiality, from 
the current hitlories of thofe times. ' Swift 

3. Common ; general. 7 

1 hey have been trained up from their infancy in one fet 
of notions, without ever hearing or knowing what other opi- 
nions are current among mankind. Waits's Improvement. 

. thiee months ago we had a current report of the 

king of France’s death. Addifon's Spectator. 

4. -Popular; fuch as is eftablifhed by vulgar eftimation. 

We aie alfo to conlider the difference between worth and 
merit, ftriclly taken; that is, a man’s intrinfick; this, his 
current value; which is lefs or more, as men have occafion for 

Crew's CofmoL b. ii. c. 7. Jett. 34. 

5 - I afhionable ; popular. 

Oft leaving what is natural and fit, 

The current folly proves our ready wit; 

And authors think their reputation fafe, 

M hich lives as long as fools are pleas’d to laugh. Pope. 
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6. Pa {Tabic; fuch as may be allowed or admitted. 

Fouler than heart can think thee, thou canft mak^ 

No excufe current, but to hang thyfelf. Shakefp. Rich. LL 

7; What is now paffing ; what is at prefent in its courfe; as, the 

current year. 

Current, n. f 

1 . A running ftream. 

The current, that with gentle murmur glides, 

Thou know’ft, being flopp’d, impatiently doth rage ; 

But his fair courfe is not hindered : 

He makes fweet mufick with th’ enamel’d {tones. Shakefp «> 
Thefe inequalities will vanifli in one place, and prefentlv 
appear in another, and feem perfedly to move like waves, 
fucceeding and deffroying one another ; fave that their motion 
oftentimes feems to be quickeft, as if in that vaft iea they 
were carried on by a current, or at leaft by a tide* Boyle • 

Heav’n her Eridanus no more {hall boaft, 

Whofe fame in thine, like lefler currents loft ; 

Thy nobler ftreams {hall vifit Jove’s abodes. 

To Aiine among the ftars, and bathe the gods. 

Not fabled Po more fwells the poet’s lays, 

While through the Iky his fliining current {trays. 

2. [In navigation.] Currents are certain progreffive motions of 

tie water of the fea in feveral places, either quite down to the 
bottom, or to a certain determinate depth ; by which a fliip 
may happen to be carried more fwiftly or retarded in her 
courfe, according to the direction of the current, with or 
againft the way of the {hip. Harris. 

Currently, adj. [from current.] 

1. In a conftant motion. 

2. Without oppofition. 

The very caufe which maketh the fimple and ignorant to 
think they even fee how the word of God runneth currently 
on your fide, is, that their minds are foreftalled, and their 4 
conceits perverted beforehand. Hooker , Preface . 

Popularly ; fafhionably ; generally. 

Without ceafing. 

Cu'rrentness. n.f [from current.] 

1. Circulation. 

2. General reception. 

3. Eafinefs of pronunciation. 

When fubftantialnefs combineth with delightfulnefs, and 
currentnefs with ftayednefs, how can the language found other 
than moft full of fweetnefs ? Ca?nden s Remains * 

Carrier, n.f. [coriarius, Latin.] One who drefles and pares 
leather for thofe who make flioes, or other things. 

A currier bought a bearfkin of a huntfman, and laid him 
down ready money for it. L' Ef range. 

Warn’d by frequent ills, the way they found 
To lodge their loathfome carrion under ground 3 
For ufelefs to the currier were their hides, 

Nor could their tainted flefh with ocean tides 

Be free’d from filth. Drydens Virg. Geor. b. iii. /. 833-, 

ClFrrish. adj. [from cur.] Having the qualities of a dege- 
nerate dog; brutal; four ; quarrelfome ; malignant; churlifli; 
uncivil; untra£lable ; i m pradli cable. 

Sweet fpeaking oft a currijh heart reclaims. Sidney, b. ii. 

No care of juftice, nor no rule of reafon. 

No temperance, nor no regard of feafon. 

Did thenceforth ever enter in his mind. 

But cruelty, the figii of currijh kind. HubbercCs Tale , 

In fafhions wayward, and in love unkind ; 

For Cupid deigns not wound a currijh mind. Fairfax, b. iv* 

1 would flue w r ere in heaven, fo lhe could 
Entreat fome pow’r to change this currijh Jew. Shakefpeare * 
She fays your dog was a cur ; and tells you, currijh thanks 
is good enough for fuch a prefent. Shakcf Two Gent . of Verona. 

7 ’o CURRT” . v. a. [coriiiih, leather, Latin.] 

1. To drefs leather, by beating and rubbing it. 

2. To beat; to drub; to tlirelh ; to chaftife. 

A deep defign in’t to divide 
The well afFedied that confide ; 

By fetting brother againft brother, 

T° claw and curry one another. Hudibras, p. L cant r, 

I may expect her to take care of her family, and curry her 
hide in cafe of refufal. Addifon's Spectator, N°. 21 1„ 

3. I o rub a horfe with a fcratching inftrument, fo as to fmooth 
his coat, and promote his flefh. 

Fridlions make the parts more fleflhy and full; as we fee 
both in men, and in the currying of horfes : the caufe is, for 
that they draw a greater quantity of fpirits and blood tb the 
parts. • Bacon 

4. 7 o fcratch in kindnefs ; to rub down with flattery ; to tickle. 

If I had a fuit to m after Shallow, I would humour his men* 
*T t0 {lls men 5 J would curry with mafter Shallow. Shakefp \ 

5. To Curry Favour. I o become a favourite by pettv ofti- 
cioufnefs, flight kindnefles, or flattery* 

. He J ucl S ed them fti11 over-abjedly to fawn upon the hea- 
tnens-, and to curry favour with infidels. Hooker b iv f - 

T ™ S hl “ deeded fo with the puppy, that an Vis 
,■ 1 S° t ^ !e a,7ic way to work to curry favour for him- 

VEjlrange. 

Cu'rricomb, 




felf. 
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